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Cllr. Dave Taylor, 26 New Walk Terrace, York, YO10 4BG  
Cllr. Andy D’Agorne, 10 Broadway West, York, YO10 4JJ  

Office: Basement, 22a Fishergate, York, YO10 4AB   

�

18 March 2008      · 
Dear Mr Johns, 
 
re:  NY/2007/0331/ENV 
 
I wish to object to the Planning Application by BCB Environmental Management Limited to build a waste 
incineration plant at Marston Moor Business Park. 
 
My objections are as follows:-   
 
1. The incineration of refuse is a retrograde step in terms of addressing the issues of climate change.  

Materials such as paper, cardboard and plastics will be burned because they are flammable, 
whereas with adequate collection arrangements these could be recycled.  This is not the “Best 
Practical Environmental Option”.  Members should not be deceived by the promise of “Energy from 
Waste”.  Indeed, energy capture from a properly constructed landfill site over its lifetime would be 
greater than the practise of burning waste.  Recycling and re-use is are far more preferable still. 

 
2. The application is likely to add to traffic problems at the site due to the additional number of vehicle 

movements required to deposit waste at the site. 
 
3. The facility is likely to emit smells and attract vermin impinging on the amenity of local residents and 

businesses in the area. 
 
4. The incinerator chimney stack may not be sufficiently high to disperse the combustion plume away 

from the village of Tockwith.  This could prove injurious to the health of residents and would certainly 
have an adverse impact of the amenity of those living close to the incinerator.  Needless to say, a 
higher chimney stack would merely distribute toxins over a wider area, poisoning other parts of North 
and West Yorkshire, depending on the prevailing winds. 

 
5. Disposal of the highly toxic fly ash which is produced as an end product of incineration may prove 

injurious to residents over a much longer timeframe.  Fly ash typically contains extremely dangerous 
chemicals such as dioxins which would need to be safely removed from the site and landfilled.  
Members may wish to satisfy themselves that this would not present a hazard either to the 
immediate neighbours, users of the highway en route to the landfill, or those in the vicinity of the 
landfill where the end products of incineration are disposed. 

 
6. The height and aspect of the chimney of the incinerator would have a negative impact on the visual 

amenity of the Tockwith Conservation Area. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Councillor Dave Taylor 
City of York Council 


