
Objectors to the proposed incinerator at Tockwith have found a new ally in Philip Hammond, Shadow Chief Secretary to the 

Treasury.  On a flying visit to Tockwith last Tuesday, the MP told villagers that his own constituents in Runnymede were also 

contemplating a legal challenge to proposals to build a waste incineration plant.  

 

After viewing the proposed site , Mr Hammond discussed the issue with local residents and Chair of Tockwith School Governors, 

Graeme Dent. He commented that “Incineration facilities need to be positioned very carefully to avoid blighting the lives of  local 

communities through smells, noise, emissions and traffic. It is immediately apparent to me that Tockwith is not the right place for a 

facility of this type.”  Before leaving, he promised to put his own local objectors’ group in touch so that they could share information 

and resources. 

 

At the same time, Tockwith Residents’ Association spokesman Mark Algar challenged the Managing Director of BCB, Phil 

Boardman, to “put his money where his mouth is” and spend some of their recently announced £18 million funding on submitting 

their Pollution Prevention and Control Permit application to the Environment Agency. 

Mr Algar said “In order for these proposals to be approved, BCB require both planning permission from North Yorkshire County 

Council and an Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permit. When the Environment Agency objected to this planning 

proposal, they also urged BCB to lodge their Permit application at once so the two permissions could be dealt with at the same time. 

This would allow for wider consultations with organisations like the Health Protection Agency to take place before the Planning 

Application was finalised. BCB have shown no inclination to do so, and when, at their recent open evenings, we asked them why 

they were not doing this, we were told it was because they did not yet want to spend the £27,000 which the application would cost. 

“Now they have got £18 million in their piggy bank, surely there is nothing standing in the way of BCB doing this. It is, after all, a 

paltry sum to them, which, if they are confident of getting planning permission, they have got to spend at some point anyway. Mr 

Boardman says that he wants this matter considered by ‘professionals’ – right now would be a good time for him to put his money 

where his mouth is and bring in the Environment Agency’s professionals.” 


