Harrogate Council Leader “greatly concerned” about Environment Agency objection to Tockwith Incinerator Proposals. Regional Assembly may review its support for scheme.

Harrogate Council Leader, Mike Gardner, has stated that he is “greatly concerned” about the proposals to build an Energy from Waste Incinerator Plant just outside Tockwith and may also ask the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Assembly to review their support for the scheme.

On Saturday 1st March Councillor Gardner joined local Councillor John Savage to meet

representatives of the Tockwith Residents’ Association, Parish Council and Primary School as well as children who use the nearby Sports Field to listen to their reasons for objecting to the proposals.

Councillor Gardner said “I am greatly concerned to learn that the Environment

Agency have lodged an objection to this scheme because of their worries over

pollution from the plant’s chimney. Although the final decision for this application

will be taken by North Yorkshire County Council, Harrogate Council have been

consulted and we will listen very carefully to our officers and also to the views of

local residents and organisations before reaching a decision on how we will respond. 

The Council will consider not only the planning but also the environmental health

implications for the local community.” Councillor Gardner confirmed that he is also considering whether to ask the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Assembly, of which he is a member, to review its present support for this application. 

“This will be one of the first facilities of its kind in Yorkshire – if not in the whole of

England – and the Assembly initially supported the application. However, there is

likely to be a need to redesign the plant in response to the Environment Agency’s

objection and there is also strong local opposition to it on a wide variety of environmental and planning grounds. I think that perhaps it would be appropriate for the Assembly to look at this application again and consider more fully what part plants like this should play in its overall development strategy for the Region. Although every Council is under enormous pressure to reduce rubbish going to landfill, we need to decide whether, at a time when we are teaching our children to recycle, any form of incineration is the greenest way of dealing with this problem”.
Councillor Gardner was presented with an objection from one youngster, concerned about being able to see the “horrible” chimney from the playground adjacent to the site, and also took the opportunity to meet some of the children involved in sports at the time.
