Environment Agency Objection
The Environment Agency (EA) has objected to plans to build a Gasification Incinerator with EfW (Energy from Waste) (NY/2007/0331/ENV.) on Marston Business Park due to concerns that emissions would impact residents and business occupiers. 

Tockwith Residents Association (TRA) is strongly objecting to this application on several grounds, including emissions, and welcomes this news as it supports their own research and reflects the concerns of many residents of Tockwith and other local villages. 

The full objection is as follows:  
We have reviewed the atmospheric dispersion data submitted in the application
and found that the results from our air model agree well with the Operator's
AERMOD results. 

However, the data also indicates that the village is well within the centre of the zone of maximum impact therefore we are of the opinion that the stack height is too low. 

The Environment ( Agency) OBJECTS to the application as submitted because the 18 metre stack appears inadequate to disperse the combustion plume away from the village, under prevailing wind conditions. 

This is contrary to part (e) of policy 5/10 (Incineration of Waste) of the adopted North Yorkshire Waste Local Plan (2006) which states that proposals will not have an unacceptable impact on local amenity or the environment, and policy DC W13 (Local Amenity) of the emerging Waste Local Development Framework. We could consider withdrawing this objection if further information were to be supplied which would
raise the stack to the optimum height that would allow adequate dispersal of pollutants. 

The Operator of this site would require a PPC Permit, which based on the current stack height would be unlikely to be approved. The Agency strongly recommends that the Operator submits an application for the PPC Permit as soon as possible to enable ‘twin tracking’ of the permit application with the planning application. This will allow a detailed assessment of the stack optimisation study, required to be submitted as part of the permit application, to better inform the planning process.  

If you intend approving the application contrary to our objection we request that you reconsult us to allow the opportunity for further representations and in order for us to attach a number of conditions relating to contaminated land and the design of the facility to any planning consent.
For Information: This site lies within an area administered by the Marston Moor Internal Drainage Board. Mr D Fullwood at Derwent House, Crockey Hill, York YO19 4SR, should be consulted on this application.

